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KIELDER OBSERVATORY

Every year the Keidler region of north-
ern England hosts a competition for
the design of a small building or art
object. Each new project has suc-
cessively helped the area develop
its natural beauty and become a
popular travel destination. This year
a small observatory on a reforested
mountainside will be built to be an
icon of the area. It will house two
telescopes with their hand operable
enclosures and the design of the sur-
rounding landscape.

Our proposal focused on integrating
the built elements into the landscape
with an illuminated path of shimmer-
ing red lights guiding the way. The
vaulted forms are a logical extension
of the telescopes; instruments that
have demanding requirements. The
entire landscape fransforms from a
colourful meadow of wildflowers to a

setting for viewing the stars. Including NS @\f&‘
professionals and amateurs, the pub- Ve iy
lic can enjoy the communication
between space and nature.
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